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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted on 12/30/2004 under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, filed 12/30/2004, with respect to the rejection(s)of 
claim(s) 19-40 over Harada (US 5721583) under 35 U.S.C. §102 and §103 have been 
fully considered. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Iwamura (US 5883621 ) 
and Theimer et al. (US 5544321). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 19-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Iwamura (US 5883621 ) in view of Theimer et al. (US 5544321 ). 

Claim 19, Iwamura discloses an information signal transmission system (Fig. 

1), comprising 
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A network interface (Fig. 2a-b; i.e., PHY 224) connected to a 1 st presentation 
device (i.e., DVCR1 108 of Fig. 1) and to a 2 nd presentation device (i.e., DVD 106 of 
Fig. 1 ) through a network 1394 (Col. 3, lines 20-57); 

A control component (Fig. 2b; TC 306) connected to the network interface 
(PHY 224) including a microcomputer (CPU 312) to control the information signal 
transmission system; 

Iwamura does not clearly disclose an information signal component 
connected to the control component and to the network interface, including a 
reproduction block to reproduce an information signal received from the control 
component and an output block to code an information signal by the reproduction 
block and output the information signal to the network interface; and an identification 
component connected to the control component; Wherein while the information 
signal component outputs an information signal to the first presentation device 
through the network interface, the identification component stores identification data 
indicating an identification code identifying a user, when the control component 
receives a control request from the 2 nd presentation device through the network 
interface and the control request includes identification data indicating the 
identification code identifying the user, the identification component determines that 
the identification code of the identification data in the control request matches the 
identification code of the identification data stored by the identification component 
and sends a change request to the control component, the change device request 
indicating the second presentation device, and when the control component receives 
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the change device request indicating the second presentation device, the control 
component causes the information signal component to begin to output the 
information signal to the 2 nd presentation device through the network interface. 

Theimer discloses an information signal component connected to the control 
component and to the network interface, including a reproduction block to reproduce 
an information signal received from the control component and an output block to 
code an information signal by the reproduction block and output the information 
signal to the network interface and an identification component (User Agent) 
connected to the control component (Fig. 2); Wherein while the information signal 
component outputs an information signal to the first presentation device through the 
network interface, the identification component stores identification data indicating 
an identification code identifying a user (Col. 10, lines 45-Col. 1 1 , lines 1 1 ), when the 
control component receives a control request from the 2 nd presentation device 
through the network interface and the control request includes identification data 
indicating the identification code identifying the user, the identification component 
determines that the identification code of the identification data in the control request 
matches the identification code of the identification data stored by the identification 
component and sends a change request to the control component (Col. 1 1 , lines 20- 
53; Col. 14, lines 58-65+), the change device request indicating the second 
presentation device, and when the control component receives the change device 
request indicating the second presentation device, the control component causes 
the information signal component to begin to output the information signal to the 2 nd 
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presentation device through the network interface (Col. 11, lines 57-59; Col. 15, lines 
54-61 ). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Iwamura with Theimer so the system 
could grants interaction requests that have location and contextual attributes that are 
consistent with the specified interaction policies. The system then identifies in the 
close proximity to the identified user, and determines a display property based on 
the contextual attributes and the user profile properties (Col. 4,lines 42-55). 

Claim 20, Theimer further discloses when the control component receives a 
reserve request from the 1 st presentation device through the network interface and 
the reserve request includes identification data indicating the identification code 
identifying the user, the identification component determines that the identification 
code of the identification data in the reserve request matches the identification code 
of the identification data stored by the identification component and sends a pause 
command to the control component, the pause command indicating the 1 st 
presentation device, and when the control component receives the pause command 
indicating the 1 st presentation device (Col. 26, lines 22- Col. 27, lines 33), the control 
component causes the information signal component to stop outputting the 
information signal to the 1 st presentation device through the network interface, such 
that the information signal component begins to output the information signal to the 
2 nd presentation device from the point in the information signal when the control 
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component stopped outputting the information signal to the 1 st presentation device 
(Col. 27, lines 34-56); 

Claim 21 , Iwamura further discloses wherein the reproduction block is a video 
reproduction block and the output block is a video output block (NTSC encoder, 
OSD and video decoder; see Fig. 2a-b); 

Claim 22, Theimer further discloses the identification component includes an 
identification code detector for extracting an identification code indicated by 
identification data in a control request and a determining component for comparing 
an identification code indicated by stored identification data with an identification 
code indicated by identification data extracted by the identification code detector 
(Col. 14, lines 63-65+); 

Claims 23-24, Theimer further discloses wherein the identification code 
indicated by the identification data of the control request is received by the 2 nd 
• presentation device from a remote control device (Col. 21 , lines 54-Col. 22, line 30); 

Claim 25, "wherein the 1 st presentation device is a TV" is further met by 
Iwamura (Fig. 1) in view of Theimer (Col. 28, lines 48-51). 



Application/Control Number: 08/977,591 Page 7 

Art Unit: 261 1 

Claim 26, Theimer further discloses wherein the identification code indicated 
by the identification data of the control request is generated using voice recognition 
and voice sample from the user (Col. 27, lines 135-40). 

Claim 27, Theimer further discloses a remote control device that provides 
identification data indicating the identification code identifying the user to the 2 nd 
presentation device (Col. 24, lines 3-26). 

Claim 28, Theimer further discloses wherein the remote control device 
includes an identification code detector that generates identification data indicating 
the identification code identifying the user based on input received from the user 
(Col. 21, lines 54-65+). 

Claim 29, Theimer further discloses wherein the remote control device 
includes a keypad for receiving input from the user (Col. 21 , lines 54-65+). 

Claim 30, method claim 30 is met by Iwamura in view of Theimer with respect 
to the same analysis as discussed in apparatus claims 19. 

Claim 31 , method claim 31 is met by Iwamura in view of Theimer with respect 
to the same analysis as discussed in apparatus claims 20. 
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Claim 32, Theimer further discloses wherein said information signal includes 
video information (Col. 28, lines 48-51). 

Claim 33, method claim 33 is met by Iwamura in view of Theimer with respect 
to the same analysis as discussed in apparatus claims 23. 

Claim 34, method claim 34 is met by Iwamura in view of Theimer with respect 
to the same analysis as discussed in apparatus claims 26. 

Claim 35, method claim 35 is met by Iwamura in view of Theimer with respect 
to the same analysis as discussed in apparatus claims 20 and (Col. 1 1 , lines 57-59; 
Col. 15, lines 54-61 ; col. 21 , lines 54-Col. 22, line 30; and Col. 26, lines 22- Col. 27, 
lines 33); 

Claim 36, Theimer further discloses: 

Comparing attribute information of said 2nd. presentation device with attribute 
information of an information signal system to determine compatibility between said 
2nd presentation device and said information signal system (Col. 28, lines 60-Col. 
29, lines 16); 

Wherein the attribute information of said 2nd presentation device is included 
in said control request (Col. 29, lines 30-52), and 
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Wherein said information signal system outputs said information signal to said 
2nd presentation device after determining that said 2nd presentation device and said 
information signal system are compatible ('compatible' read on "format 
computationally recognizable to any potential client of that device"; Col. 7, lines 38- 
40). 

Claim 37, Iwamura in view of Theimer discloses as discussed in claim 19, a 
system for transmitting an information signal, comprising: 

Means (Theimer, Fig. 3, 102) for storing identification data indicating an 
identification code identifying a user (user profile); 

Means (Iwamura; (Fig. 2a; PHY 224) for outputting an information signal to 
1 st presentation device through a network interface . 

"Means for processing a control request from a 2 nd presentation device 
received through said network interface, said control request including identification 
data indicating said identification code identifying said user" and "Means for 
comparing the identification code of said identification data in said control request 
with the identification code of said stored identification data" is further met by 
Theimer; Col. 1 1 , lines 20-53; Col. 14, lines 58-65+; 

and "Means for starting to output said information signal to said second 
presentation device through said network interface" is further met by Theimer; Col. 
1 1 , lines 57-59; Col . 1 5, lines 54-61 . 

Claim 38, the "Means for processing", "means for comparing" and the "means 
for stopping" reads on the CPU to perform all the function claimed as "for comparing 
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the identification code of said identification data in said reserve request (from 1 st 
device) with the identification code of said identification data stored by said 
identification component"; "for comparing the identification code of said identification 
data in said reserve request (from 1 st device) with the identification code of said 
identification data stored by said identification component"; "for stopping outputting 
said information signal" as discussed in claim 37 and in view of Theimer (Col. 26, 
lines 22- Col. 27, lines 33); 

Moreover, limitation "Wherein said information signal begin to be output to 
said 2 nd presentation device from the point in said information signal when said 
information signal is stopped to be output to said 1 st presentation device" is 
further met by Theimer (Col. 27, lines 34-56); 

Claim 39, Theimer further discloses: 

Means for receiving said identification code identifying said user at a 
remote control device (Col. 21, lines 54-Col. 22, line 30); 

means for adding identification data indicating said identification code 
identifying said user to said control request (Col. 26, lines 22- Col. 27, lines 33); and 

Means for sending said control request to said 2 nd presentation device (Col. 
1 1 , lines 57-59; Col. 1 5, lines 54-61 ). 



Claim 40, Theimer further discloses: 
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Voice recognition means for generating an identification code based on a 
voice sample received from a user (Col. 27, lines 135-40). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7305. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher C. Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7294. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 



Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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